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Teaching English Fluency (#5233

Teaching fluency is the surest method of learning a language.
Many European countries teach fluency within a very short
period of time (see chart). Quite often pupils learn several lan-
guages at the same time.

The European countries that teach the most foreign languages
to their citizens are:

A. Switzerland

- Most Swiss Germans learn 4 or more foreign lan-
guages

- The rest of Switzerland learns 3 or more foreign
languages

B. Luxembourg

- Every citizen knows 2 or more foreign languages

C. Finland, Romania, Slovakia, and Italy

- 99% learn 2 foreign languages

At the bottom of the list are:

1. United Kingdom (left the EU in 2020)
2. Ireland

In the UK. and Ireland, few learn multiple foreign languages.
This applies the U.S.A., Australia, New Zealand, and somewhat
to Canada as well. As such, the native English speaking coun-
tries have the least expertise at teaching foreign languages. This
includes teaching English to foreigners.

The major difference is in how the languages are being taught.
When Chris lived in Switzerland, via immersion he was taught
fluency within one year. Meaning, he could converse freely
with the vocabulary and grammar that he knew. Later, when
he was teaching Canadians a foreign language, he reproduced
the same teaching methods and obtained the same results. In
other words, his high school and junior high school students,
too, were fluent after only one year. It didn't matter whether
they were Canadians, Europeans, Chinese, or Punjabi (India).

Becoming fluent in a language isn't easy. Students need to
be dedicated and committed, teachers need to be fluent
and experienced, and administrators & staff need to supply
applicable resources and offer unquestioned support.

For instance, if support is lacking, staff opinions can negatively
affect the students’ capability to learn. Also, if the staff (teach-
ers) do not support homework, the students will not commit
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themselves to continuous learning outside of class. They will
just copy and forget it instead of committing it to memory. And
last, if the language teacher doesn't know learning psycholo-
gies, has poor grammar skills, and isn't fluent in the language,
the learning outcomes can not be achieved.

Chris’ experience has been that any language can be taught to
fluency if the following steps are observed in this order:

0.

Students need time to study;, sleep, and pursue hobbies

A healthy mind and body is needed for efficient learn-
ing.

Vocabulary

Pupils cannot communicate without words. Teach-
ing vocabulary is the first step and must be continued
throughout the course.

Note: Translating is counterproductive to fluency. The
habit of translating lengthens the learning process
by many years. Fluency in English can only be
achieved after students begin to think in English.

Grammar

Pupils cannot express themselves without first learn-
ing how to connect the words. Therefore, teaching
grammar should also be done continuously. However,
a basic foundation must be established prior to teach-
ing anything else.

Phonetics, Pronunciation, and Listening Skills

It is important to learn how to speak words properly.
Lessons of this must be done continuously through-
out the course, but most of the pronunciation practice
must be done at home. A teacher has very little long-
term influence here. A student must listen to his or
her own voice in order to be able to correct the pro-
nunciation.

Other Forms of Communication

It is very important to be able to convey in words what
one wishes to say. But to understand how those words
are connected to body language is also important.
Complex communications cannot be memorized.
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Why We Need to Teach English Fluency

1. Fluency Exams

Japanese university entrance exams are changing. They are
supposed to resemble North American fluency tests but may
not have reached that level yet.

Fluency tests consist of reading, listening, speaking, and writ-
ing sections that can't be answered via memorization. In order
to arrive at the correct answer, students will have to analyse
the information provided in the test. This requires not only
English fluency but also higher order thinking skills as per
Bloom’s Taxonomy.

2. Increase Student Population

A declining birthrate is not an excuse for a decreasing student
population. And population decreases when there is 1) a lack
of production, 2) a lack of good human relations, and 3) a lack
of innovation.!

1. Production

- Production is a measure of educational quality
and quantity. How well does the school rank*?
If the school doesn't produce, its reputation will
drop. For example, when the school accepts stu-
dents with learning disabilities but cannot help
them, it will damage the school’s reputation as the
students can’t succeed and, in turn, hinder other
students from learning.

* Rankings are not limited to tests.

2. Human Relations

- Human Relations is about the interactions be-
tween people, such as how they respect ™ and val-
ue one another. It is not limited to an institution.

** If staff aren’t paid enough, it shows a lack of
respect, plus the talented may go elsewhere.

3. Innovation

- Innovation is the ability to adapt, to create some-
thing new, or to excel at something.

The experts know that in order to grow, one must be good at
all, but be exceptional at one of the three. This makes any busi-
ness or institute stand out.

1 Transformational strategy by world-renown Robert Murray, a former mentor
of Chris, and CEO of Vodafone, Europe.
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Why We Need to Teach English Fluency (ontinueq)

3. For a better life 3. FYBWEFED=HIZ
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I think this point alone is sufficient unto itself.

Language Categories
I II III IV \Y4
Afrikaans Albanian Finnish* Macedonian | Sinhala
Danish Ambharic Georgian* Mongolian* | Slovak
Dutch Armenian Greek Nepali Slovenian Arabi
English Azerbaijani Hebrew Pashto Tagalog .a ¢
. . . . . Chinese
French Indonesian Bengali Hindi Persian Thai*
. German . . . . . - Cantonese
Italian . Malaysian Bosnian Hungarian* - Dari Turkish .

. Swiss . . . . .. - Mandarin
Norwegian Swabhili Bulgarian Icelandic - Farsi Ukrainian Japanese*
Portuguese Burmese Khmer - Tajik Urdu Igorean
Romanian Croatian Lao Polish Uzbek

Spanish Czech Latvian Russian Vietnamese*
Swedish Estonian* Lithuanian Serbian Zulu
24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 44 weeks 88 weeks
(600 hours) | (750 hours) | (900 hours) (1100 hours) (2200 hours)
Time to become fluent (13~24 years of age)
* these languages are more difficult and take longer to learn

. Language learning classes that
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today’s world.
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9
10
11
12
19
20
21
26
27
41
42
54
56

Luxemburg
Norway
Denmark
Sweden
Switzerland
USA
Netherlands
Belgium
Ireland
Great Britain
France

[taly
Germany
Japan
Singapore

Hong Kong SAR

Russia
Brazil
China
India

5,788
4,712
4,480
3,592
3,554
3,050
2,880
2,821
2,734
2,730
2,684
1,787
1,778
1,678
1,197
1,073
413
412
114
36

Souwrce: IMD World Competitiveness Online, 2011

1 Finland
2 Switzerland
3 Singapore
4  Canada
5 lesland
7 Belgium
&  Denmark
9 lreland
10 Germany
14 MNetherlands
15 Mew Zealand
186  Hong Kong SAR
18 India
24 LISA
25  (Great Britain
26  France
28  Japan
30 Luxemburg
36 ltaly
47 China
51 Russia
58  Braazil
Source:

8.39
8.18
8.05
7.54
7.60
.95
7.44
722
5.97
5.68
5.66
5.56
5.24
5.56
5.45
5.42
5.26
5.13
4.69
4.10
3.43
2.22

IMD Woarld Competitiveness Online, 2011

GOVERNMENT
MONEY SPENT ON
EDUCATION PER
YEAR PER STUDENT
(in US$)
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Many countries spend significant
amounts on education. High spend-
ing, however, does not imply high
performance. On the contrary, teach-
ers often don't get paid enough. For
instance, in the US.A., as much as
25% of full-time teachers (in some
states) have secondary jobs. Across
the world, only Finland, Italy, Por-
tugal, Germany, Switzerland, Spain,
and Singapore seem to pay teachers
a good wage. Good wages help entice
and keep excellent teachers.

Languages spoken in the EU

Sweden I
Latvia |
Denmark |
Lithuaniz I
Luxe mbaourg |
Finland I
Malta ]
Estania I
Cyprus |
Slovakia I
MNetherlands I
Austriz ]
Slaveniz ]
Czech Repuhlic ]
Germany _
Belgium I
Crostia ]
Portuga ]
Paland ]
Greece I
taly I
France ]

3rd languageT



